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• William P. Fox, Naval Postgraduate School, wpfox@nps.edu
hanks to all who attended, 
presented, chaired sessions, 
or otherwise participated in 
our MAS-related activities 
during our Annual INFORMS 
Conference in Minneapolis 
this past October. By all accounts, 
the entire INFORMS conference was 
a success. The Military Applications 
Society portion was hampered by 
government travel restrictions and 
by the federal government shutdown 
that eliminated all travel. Even with 
these setbacks the MAS portion was 
deemed a success. 
Of the 32 scheduled speakers at the 
time of the conference, 11 cancelled. 
Thus, we had a 65 percent speaker 
rate under these circumstances. I 
would like to thank Walt DeGrange 
and Aaron Burciaga for their tireless 
efforts to keep all the MAS programs 
afloat. We had good attendance at 
the MAS sessions. Walt and Aaron 
filled the gaps in the schedule with 
other content, and the majority of the 
arriving audience stayed to listen. 
Some interesting information from 
INFORMS: 
• INFORMS Subdivisions. 382 of
the last 875 eligible new members
of INFORMS joined a subdivision.
Sixty percent of subdivision mem­
bers replied "NO" to being involved
with subdivision meetings.
• INFORMS Analytic Maturity
Model (AMM). This might be
a good resource to the MAS
community. Plans are to formally
launch the service to INFORMS
members during the 2014 Analyt­
ics Conference. Early adopters/
T&Es should identify themselves
to the AMM Committee (contact
Norm Reitter or Aaron Burciaga
at adburciaga@gmail.com).
Details about upcoming events 
for 2014 can be found on our 
INFORMS and MAS community 
websites. Here is a quick summary 
of other conferences: 
• INFORMS Annual Meeting 2014
San Francisco: November 16-19,




International opportunities include: 
• 20th IFORS 2014, Barcelona,
Spain, July 13-18, 2014;
www.ifors2014.org.
Other ongoing efforts include develop­
ing support arrangements and collab­
orative partnerships with other orga­
nizations and agencies for future MAS 
conferences, workshops, and events 
(e.g., Defense Strategies Institute, 
www.dsigroup.org), including other 
professional societies such as MORS 
and SOLE, and institutes pursuing 
scientific research and applications. 
Please let us know of your thoughts 
and ideas, and/or if would like to con­
tribute to these various initiatives. 
I have completed my first year as 
President. The sequestration, bud­
get, and travel issues have made for 
an interesting year. Let's hope for 
some relief in the next year. Work­
ing diligently behind the scenes is 
a superb and responsive INFORMS 
administrative staff. 
Most importantly, my sincere thanks 
to you all, our MAS membership, a 
remarkable group of professionals 
supporting our Nation on this unique 
cusp of history, for this opportunity 
and privilege to serve. It is truly an 
honor! I express my deep gratitude for 
your continued support and confi­
dence throughout the journey. Keep 
up the great ideas and hard work. See 
you in San Francisco next year! 8 
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